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The Frederick Douglass Institute is a university 

program for advancing multicultural studies 

across the curriculum and for deepening the in-

tellectual heritage of Frederick Douglass, the for-

mer slave, distinguished orator, journalist, au-

thor, and statesman. Guided by the spirit of 

Douglass and his legacy, the Institute aims to cre-

ate opportunities to build a better community for all of us to fulfill our destiny 

as human beings. 

The mission of the Institute is to promote scholarly research on multicultural 

topics, facilitate dialogue around issues of cultural diversity, contribute towards 

the enrichment of higher education with the development of multicultural pro-

grams and courses, encourage  awareness of cultural diversity in the commu-

nity, and foster mutual understanding and mutual respect for diverse cultures. 

The Frederick Douglass Institute has collaborated on programs with a variety of 

organizations on campus, such as the Office of Intercultural Programs, the 

"ÌÁÃË !ÃÔÉÏÎ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ (ÉÓÐÁÎÉÃ #ÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ ÔÏ 

name a few. 

The Institute itself is found at several uni-

versities throughout the country . West-

chester University has the founding chap-

ÔÅÒȟ  ÁÎÄ 325ȭÓ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÉÎ 

2001 under the former director, Mr. Dwight 

Greer.  Dr. Christophas Walker is the current 

director of the Frederick Douglass Institute 

and has been director since 2003. 



 

Frederick Douglass was an American aboli-

tionist, women's suffragist, editor, orator, 

author, statesman and reformer, as well as 

one of the most prominent figures in African-

American and United States history.  

The son of a slave woman and an unknown 

white man, "Frederick Augustus Washington 

Bailey" was born in February of 1818 on Mary-

land's eastern shore. He spent his early years 

with his grandparents and an aunt, seeing his 

mother only four or five times before her 

death when he was seven.  

On January 1, 1836, Douglass made a resolu-

tion that he would be free by the end of the 

year. He planned an escape, but early in April, 

he was jailed after his plan was discovered. 

Two years later, while living in Baltimore and 

working at a shipyard, Douglass would finally 

realize his dream: he fled the city on Septem-

ber 3, 1838. Traveling by train, then steam-

boat, then train, he arrived in New York City 

the following day. Several weeks later he had 

settled in New Bedford, Massachusetts, living 

with his newlywed bride (whom he met in 

Baltimore and married in New York) under his 

new name, Frederick Douglass.  

Douglass gave his first speech, about his life 

as a slave, at Nantucket at the Massachusetts 

Anti-3ÌÁÖÅÒÙ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÃÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ (Å 

was 23 years old and scared, but of the 

speech, one correspondent reported, "Flinty 

hearts were pierced, and cold ones melted by 

his eloquence." Before leaving the island, 

Douglass was asked to become a lecturer for 

the Society for three years. 

It was the launch of a career that would con-

tinue throughout Douglass' long life. 

Despite apprehensions that the information 

might endanger his freedom, Douglass pub-

lished his autobiography, Narrative of the Life 

of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave in 

1845. Three years later, after a speaking tour 

of England, Ireland, and Scotland, Douglass 

published the first issue of the North Star, a 

four-page weekly, out of Rochester, New 

York.   

He was a firm believer in the equality of all 
people, whether black, female, Native Ameri-
can, or recent immigrant. He was fond of 
saying, "I would unite with anybody to do 
right and with nobody to do wrong."  

 

During the Civil War, Douglass became a con-

sultant to President Abraham Lincoln, advo-

cating that former slaves be armed for the 

North and that the war be 

made a direct confrontation 

against slavery. Throughout 

Reconstruction, he fought for 

full civil rights for freedmen 

and vigorously supported the 

women's rights movement 

along with his long-time good 

friend, suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

On the 20th of February 1895, Douglass at-

tended a meeting of the National Council of 

Women in Washington DC, came home and 

died of a massive heart attack at the age of 

77. 

Frederick Douglass was a fearless man who 
lived all that he believed in. To put it in his 
own words:  Ȱ4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÆÁÖÏÒ 
freedom and yet depreciate agitation, are men 
who want crops without plowing up the 
ground, they want rain without thunder and 
lightning. They want the ocean without the 
ÒÏÁÒ ÏÆ ÉÔÓ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÔÅÒÓȢȱ 

Frederick Douglass Fact Sheet: Frederick Douglass Fact Sheet:   

Born: February 1818                              
(exact date unknown) 

Escaped: September 3rd, 1838 

First Speech: given 1841 

First book: published 1845 

Married: 1838 to Anna Murray 
Douglass (widowed), 1884 to Helen 
Pitts Douglass 

Children: 3 sons, 2 daughters            
Charles Remond Douglass, Rosetta 
Douglass, Lewis Henry Douglass, 
Frederick Douglass Jr., and Annie 
Douglass (died age 10) 
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