
We have purchased over 70 

new titles in several languages. 

 

Our faculty members have also 

been very active during these 

past few months with workshop 

offerings, research and confer-

ence travel, study abroad pro-

grams. As for our students, they 

have had wonderful academic 

experiences on campus and 

abroad. 

 

 If you are interested in detailed 

information about the depart-

ment please visit our site at 

http://www.sru.edu/

pages/8035.asp or visit the 

beautifully renovated Carruth 

Rizza Hall right across from the 

US postal office. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank my 

colleagues in the department 

and our students for helping us 

maintain quality programs and 

our wonderfully efficient secre-

tary, Ms. Karen Hogg, who 

makes the job easier for all. 

Cordially yours, 

Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio 

The Department of Modern 

Languages and Cultures at 

Slippery Rock University offers 

the academic community a 

particularly strong and signifi-

cant link to the world. Students 

and faculty participate in a 

great number of cultural activi-

ties that enrich their lives and 

that of Western Pennsylvania 

as a region. 

It is my pleasure to present this 

first issue of our Newsletter 

where we would like to feature 

the accomplishments of our 

faculty and students and share 

them with the community. 

Academically, we currently offer 

majors in French and Spanish, 

as well as minors in Asian Stud-

ies (where we offer up to 4 se-

mesters of instruction in Chi-

nese, Japanese, and Korean), 

French, German, Russian and 

Spanish. 637 students are cur-

rently enrolled in language 

classes at all levels for the 

Spring 2006 semester. 24 of 

them have declared a major in 

French and 65  have declared a 

major in Spanish. We also have 

95 declared minors in all lan-

guages. 

 

Beginning with the Fall 2005 

semester, any language class 

can be used to fulfill the Global 

Community Goal course for the 

Liberal Studies Program as well 

as the enrichment area. We 

know that this positive develop-

ment in the university require-

ments will allow our students to 

become better prepared to 

meet the world on its own 

terms. What a difference it 

makes to be able to approach 

someone from another culture 

and let them know that you 

care enough to get to know 

their language and be able to 

communicate with them from 

their perspective. 

As for the department accom-

plishments this year, I would 

like to highlight the technology 

updates we have been able to 

provide to all classrooms in 

Carruth Rizza Hall. This semes-

ter we have added Prometheus 

units to two classrooms and are 

about to complete the last 

classroom. We have also been 

able to add server space for all 

our needs thanks to a Technol-

ogy Fee Grant we obtained in 

2004. A Title VI European Stud-

ies grant has allowed us to 

dramatically increase our hold-

ings in audiovisual materials. 
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ern Languages and 
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Technologically en-

hanced classrooms. 



Ana María Caula, Assistant 

Professor of Spanish 

Dr. Caula 

comes 

from Vene-

zuela, has 

a doctoral 

degree in 

Spanish 

and spe-

cializes in 

womenõs issues and chil-

drenõs literature in Spanish. 

With Dr. Daddesio, she has 

organized the Hispanic 

Month celebrations for the 

past two years. On November 

2 she brought Ricardo 

Iznaola, a famous Venezue-

lan guitar player to close this 

yearõs celebrations. Her arti-

cle òG®nero y naci·n en la 

narrativa de Teresa de la 

Parraó has been accepted for 

publication. 

 

Deb Cohen, Professor of 

Spanish 

Dr. Deb 

special-

izes in 

Central 

American 

theater 

and trav-

els regu-

larly to 

countries 

in the 

area. She 

has directed several plays in 

Spanish with student actors. 

She hosts a weekly music 

radio program every Thursday 

at 4 p.m. where she features 

music from all over the 

world.Deb Cohen will present 

a paper on historical theatre 

in Costa Rica at the annual 

meeting of the Latin Ameri-

can Studies Association in 

San Juan, Puerto Rico in 

March 2006 

 

 

Tom Daddesio, Assistant 

Professor of French and 

Spanish 

Dr. Dadde-

sio helps to 

bring for-

eign artists 

to the cam-

pus through 

the Interna-

tional Arts 

and Cul-

tures Se-

ries. With Dr. Caula, he has 

organized the Hispanic 

Month celebrations.  He also 

organizes the annual Focus 

on French Week celebration. 

This year the highlight was 

the campus visit of the cou-

ple of French artists Michèle 

Caillaud-Houël and Thierry 

Kayo. His article òLa repre-

sentación de la mujer en Lola 

vende ca de Soleró has just 

been accepted for publica-

tion. 

 

Gisela González-Dieter, In-

structor of Spanish 

Professor 

González-

Dieter 

comes from 

Panama, 

and is finish-

ing her doc-

toral degree 

on Latin 

American 

Literature at the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

 

Melinda Ristvey, Professor of 

Spanish 

Dr. Ristvey is 

a specialist 

in applied 

linguistics 

and is our 

department 

liaison with 

the College 

of Education. 

She teaches 

a course on teaching meth-

ods in foreign languages and 

was instrumental in creating 

the popular Elementary Edu-

cation Spanish minor. She 

created the study abroad 

program in Spain. She will 

take 18 students for the Al-

calá de Henares Spring 2006 

Study Abroad Program. 

Seongkyu Roh, Instructor of 

Korean 

Dr. Roh 

comes from 

Kangwon 

National 

University in 

Korea 

through an 

agreement 

between 

SRU and his 

university. He teaches all 

Korean courses and has 

greatly increased the number 

of enrolled students. 

 

Shen Lei, In-

structor of 

Chinese 

Professor Shen 

Lei, comes 

from the Uni-

versity of Nan-

jing in China 

through an 

agreement between her uni-

versity and SRU. She teaches 

all Chinese courses and has 

shown great interest in re-

cruiting students in Chinese. 

 

Charles Tichy, Professor of 

German and 

Russian 

Dr. Tichy has 

written a Rus-

sian language 

textbook and 

is a specialist 

in interactive 

television classes which he 

has been teaching for several 

years in collaboration with 

Clarion University and Edin-
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boro University. He also organ-

izes study abroad trips to Ger-

many and Russia. 

 

Naoko Toba Rotunno, Instruc-

tor of Japa-

nese. 

Professor 

Toba Ro-

tunno has 

taught at 

SRU for 4 

years and 

has helped 

to greatly increase the num-

ber of students in Japanese. 

 

Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, 

Professor of French and Span-

ish, Chairperson 

Among Dr. 

Tsuquiashi

-

Dadde-

sioõs inter-

ests are 

the uses 

of technol-

ogy in the 

language 

classroom 

to offer students innovative 

learning methods, the litera-

ture of French speaking Asian 

cultures and Latin American 

culture including that of the 

descendants of Asian immi-

grants. As chairperson, she is 

working towards strengthen-

ing all language offerings in 

the department. 

 

Karen Hogg, 

Department Secretary 

Helps stu-

dents and 

faculty ac-

complish 

their goals. 

Ms. Hogg is 

committed 

to making 

bureaucracy 

seamless to everyone related 

to the department. 


