
PASSHE universities in Western 

Pennsylvania. The department 

continues to do its best to offer 

SRU students the best lan-

guage programs possible. 

Among the highlights of this 

academic year we have two 

brand new programs: the Latin 

American Certificate and the 

Arabic program.   

 

The two great events of this 

spring were the 22nd Annual 

World Languages Competition 

that attracted over 1200 high 

school students from the sur-

rounding area and the Latin 

World Languages are becoming 

increasingly recognized as an 

essential part in the education 

of world citizens. Governor 

Rendell himself has acknowl-

edged that "proficiency in other 

languages enhances Ameri-

cans' and Pennsylvanians' ca-

reer opportunities and provides 

employers with a workforce 

with the necessary skills for an 

international marketplace ...ó 

However, it is evident that we 

have a long way to go before 

Pennsylvanians are convinced 

that this is the case. In May 

2007, the Pennsylvania state 

board of education decided 

that it would not require all 

students to learn a foreign lan-

guage in part because of a lack 

of teachers.  As misguided as 

this decision from the state 

board was, the lesson for those 

of us interested in world lan-

guages education, students 

and faculty alike, is to make 

sure that we fulfill that need for 

more language educators in our 

state. Students need to know 

that our Spanish and French 

majors have a variety of career 

venues to explore. Our hope is 

that German will become a 

major soon working in conjunc-

tion with the Consortium of 
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Certificate  
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French Guilder 

The French Club organized two 

major events during the 2006-

2007 Academic Year. During 

the first week of November, we 

celebrated French Week. The 

events included student pres-

entations of your travels in 

France, a French luncheon, a 

French film and a demonstra-

tion by French Guilder, Joseph 

Kadri. 

Mardi Gras 

In February, 2007, Mardi Gras 

was celebrated again in Car-

ruth Rizza Hall. Don Na, a stilt 

walker, created a festive and 

colorful atmosphere in her 

carnival outfit. She is also a 

master balloon maker, she 

entertained people who lined 

up to see their balloons trans-

formed into amazing objects. 

Afrika Yetu provided music for 

dancing and also lead the 

public in several African 

dances. Every one present 

had a great time. This event 

was made possible by the 

financial support of SGAõs late 

night funding. Look for French 

Club's Mardi Gras Celebration 

this year! 

M L C  N E W  F A C U L T Y 
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The Third  

Undergraduate  

Symposium  

On April 9, 2007, under the 

direction of Dr. Caula and with 

the collaboration of Dr. Don-

ald Kerchis from the depart-

ment of Political Science, 

Slippery Rock Universityõs 

department of Modern Lan-

guages and Cultures had the 

privilege of hosting the Third 

Undergraduate Symposium 

for students of Hispanic lan-

guages and cultures started 

at the University of Pittsburgh.  

The closing event for the sym-

posium was a guitar recital by 

renowned Chilean artist, Car-

los Perez and a presentation 

of the life and work of Vene-

zuelan composer, Antonio 

Lauro by Dr. Alejandro Bru-

zual. This event was spon-

sored by the Modern Lan-

guages Department and the 

Political Science Department 

at SRU as well as the Hispanic 

Literatures Department and 

the Center of Latin American 

Studies from the University of 

Pittsburgh. 

A studentõs perspective: 

By Parker Maynard, Junior, History 

Major  

Students, faculty, and admin-

istrators from Allegheny Col-

lege, University of Pittsburgh, 

Carnegie Mellon University 

and Slippery Rock University 

seized the day to take a pro-

active approach to what Dr. 

Williams, SRU provost and VP 

of Student Affairs, described 

as the prevailing òcultural and 

linguistic myopiaó existing in 

American society today. Ses-

sions ranged from topics such 

as òPossible Change: Political, 

Economic and Social Develop-

ments in Latin America,ó to 

sessions dedicated to discuss-

ing Latin American literature. 

Students presented in Span-

ish, English, Portuguese. 

Many of the students, even as 

undergraduates, possessed 

American Language Symposium 

that was hosted by Slippery 

Rock University. 

 

This year we have been honored 

with the Bennington Study 

Abroad Scholarship created by 

the generosity of SRU alumna 

visit our historic building at 

Carruth Rizza Hall right 

across from the US post of-

fice in Slippery Rock. 

Eva Tsuquiashi-Daddesio, 

Chairperson 

and former staff member, 

Donna Bennington. 

If you are interested in de-

tailed information about the 

department please visit our 

site at http://www.sru.edu/

pages/8035.asp or come to 

Arabic Professor  

Ms. Imen Laamiri,  

Fulbright Scholar from Tunisia 

Chinese Professor  

Ms. Hong Zhuang  

Faculty from Nanjing  

University in China 

Korean Professor 

Dr. Sungkyun Shin 

Faculty from Kangwon  

University in Korea 

D E P A R T M E N T  E V E N T S 

Joseph Kadri showing  Stephanie Taylor  gilding techniques. 



Dr. Ana María Caula co-

chaired the 2006 Hispanic 

Cultures Series committee with 

Dr. Itzi Metzli from the English 

Department. 

Among the high-

lights were: An 

Andean music 

concert by 

"Musuhallpa", 

an hour of bra-

zilian Music and dance with 

the "Brazilian Nuts Club", a 

visit from the Nuyorican story-

teller Bobby Gonzalez, an altar 

to commemorate "El dia de los 

muertos", a Flamenco Class by 

"Latina Dance Project", a se-

ries of Hispanic films and a 

closing night celebration 

with a great FIESTA latina 

with the salsa band 

"Azúcar".   

M A J O R S  A N D  M I N O R S  R E C E P T I O N  

òThose who 

know nothing 

of foreign 

languages know 

nothing of 

their own.ó 

Goethe 
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bilingual capacity and re-

search experience abroad. As 

a presenter and host of the 

visiting students, I felt a re-

markable sense of solidarity 

amongst the participants in 

this conference. At the end of 

the conference I had the op-

portunity to see and listen to a 

Chilean guitarist play the 

works of Lauro, the son of a 

southern Italian immigrant, 

whose work is said to be the 

most emblematic, composition-

ally, of Venezuela. This all hap-

pened in a little college town in 

western Pennsylvania!  As the 

conference proceeded I recog-

nized that the presenters who 

had either immersed them-

selves in a humanitarian 

research program in Ecuador 

or a work of Latin American 

literature that reflected the 

arrival of Columbus and the 

European-colonial way, all 

had passion for the improve-

ment of lives globally.  I 

thought to myself, òWe are 

all revolutionaries.ó  

Musuhallpa 

Andean musical instruments. 

yearõs Modern Lan-

guages Study Abroad 

Scholarships as well as 

outstanding seniors.  

Students, faculty and staff 

got together for an after-

noon of practical informa-

tion, honors for some and 

libations for all.  Language 

majors and minors shared 

information on all programs 

we offer. We also honored 

the winners of this past 

Dr. Ana María Caula, Ms. Yukako 

Ishimaru, Dr. Adelaida Cortijo 

Dr. Charles Tichy with 

Russian students. 

Professors Yu-

kako Ishimaru 

and Eri Iwaya (in 

kimonos) with 

Japanese stu-

dents. 


